MEDIEVAL   RECONCILIATION              8$

There are few records today of the magnificence and
splendour of the Indian imperial tradition. The stories of
Indian expansion and colonial conquests are today mere
legends. The manifold activities of the human mind which
characterised the life of ancient India were reduced to a dull
ascetic grey by the time of the Middle Ages. Nor is this
surprising. A mentality of asceticism is a necessary corollary
to foreign conquest and domination. Even a society which
is so essentially anti-ascetic as the Muslim developed an
ascetic attitude after the British conquest of India. Hopes
of reward and glory in an after-life were evoked to crowd
out the consciousness of bitter defeats in the present.
Dreams of transcendental excellence sought to cover up
the agony of empirical disasters of every day.

This spirit of asceticism had served a useful social purpose
in the economy of pre-Muslim culture in India. The emphasis,
upon the Absolute made men indifferent to inequalities
in the material world. It reconciled to their fate those
whom society had condemned to a barely human life.
This ascetic temper also explains why men did not revolt
against social tyranny and injustice. Every man is a replica
of the Brahman. The Brahman is Absolute and therefore
beyond space, time and appearance. In consequence the
indignities of the individual in empirical life could be
ignored or explained away as mere illusions which would
disappear on the cessation of this transitory life.

The impact of Islam shook this asceticism to its very
foundation. Islam was essentially a religion centred upon
this world and gave equal value to empirical and trans-
cendental considerations. It brought a dynamic message
of social democracy that few systems of existing politi-
cal or social civilisation could resist. It taught men that
equality and fraternity must be realised in day to 4ay life
and could not be relegated to some remote and tinearthly
future. I4ke,.an explosive force it burst through the bonds
and conyfei^feons which shackled the human xninxL The